




 

INTRODUCTION 

1. The aim of the course: 
How do we see the world? This question was posed many times in the history of 

philosophy. This course aims to compare different visual discourses in the history of 

philosophy. The course deepens critical thinking skills, works with visual and digital literacy 

skills, and develops the knowledge of visual studies in historical and philosophical 

retrospective.  

2. Preliminary requirements for the choice of the course: 

1. Knowledge of the history of European philosophy. 

2. Ability to use digital sources for educational purposes. 

3. Basic skills in the academic writing. 

4. Proficiency in English.  

 

3. Course description: 

Visual Studies in the History of Philosophy is an elective course which is taught in the 

second semester of the second year of master program. It is devoted to the development of the 

visual discourses in the history of philosophy. The language of philosophical discourses, the 

classical visual theories and scopic regimes are discovered in the historical and philosophical 

prospective. It questions the philosophy of visual studies after the visual turn and tracks its 

origins back in the history of philosophy, using the comparative approach in order to understand 

the arguments of the past for better understanding of today’s philosophy of the vision. 

4. Tasks (learning objectives) – to develop a critical understanding of main 

approaches to the analysis of visual information; to learn and compare concepts of the 

philosophy of visual perception; to un reflect on the role of language in the formation of the 

visual image of the world; to understand and develop visual literacy skills through 

contemporary philosophical approaches to the understanding of the visual phenomena; to 

discuss critically the social dimensions of the visual and digital turns and their consequences 

for the forms of representation of philosophical knowledge.  

During the course the following abilities (program competencies) are being 

formed: 

General competence 1. To understand and know the subject field and professional 

activity within the domain. 

GC 2. To be able to communicate in a foreign language. 

Professional competence 2. To comprehend the existence of close ties of specialization 

in philosophy with other intellectual and humanities practices. 

PC 3. To be able to formulate and argue topical philosophical ideas supporting the 

critical expound of the reached results of investigation with consistency and evidence. 

PC 5. To be efficient and critical in working over texts in philosophy while using various 

methods of analysis and interpretation. 

 

5. The learning outcomes: 
As a result of the learning outcomes of the course student must 

Learning outcomes 

(1. To know; 2. To be able to; 3. 

Communication: 4. Autonomy and 

responsibility) 

Forms and 

methods of 

teaching and 

learning 

Methods of 

assessment 

Percentage in 

the final 

assessment of 

the discipline 

Code Result    

 To know:    

1.1. Visual Studies as the field of 

research, main stages of its 

development 

Lectures, 

Seminars, Self-

study 

Oral 

presentation, 

individual 

5 



 

written 

assignment, test 

1.2. The role of the concept of 

Mind’s Eye in the 
development  the visual 

discourses concerning mental 

imaginary  

Self-Study Individual 

written 

assignment, test 

5 

1.3. History of philosophy of 

visual perception 

Self-Study Individual 

written 

assignment, test 

5 

1.4. Visual discourses of 

phenomenology 

Lectures, 

Seminars, Self-

study 

Oral 

presentation, 

individual 

written 

assignment, test 

5 

1.5. Picture theory after linguistic 

turn 

Lectures, 

Seminars, Self-

study 

Oral 

presentation, 

individual 

written 

assignment, test 

5 

1.6. Discussions on the images in 

contemporary visual studies 

Lectures, 

Seminars, Self-

study 

Oral 

presentation, 

individual 

written 

assignment, test 

5 

 Be able to:    

2.1. Analyze and interpret basic 

philosophical text devoted to 

the development of visual 

discourses in the history of 

philosophy 

Seminars, Self-

study 

Oral 

presentation, 

individual 

written 

assignment 

10 

2.2. present the result of self-

study in the required forms of 

representation 

Seminars, Self-

study 

Oral 

presentation, 

individual 

written 

assignment 

10 

2.3. to discuss and critically 

assess the contemporary 

philosophical theories in 

visual studies 

Seminars, Self-

study 

Oral 

presentation, 

individual 

written 

assignment 

10 

 Communication    

3.1. To understand the 

philosophical lexicon of the 

history of philosophy 

Self-study Individual 

written 

assignment 

10 

3.2. to use academic writing in the 

representation of the results 

of self-study 

Self-study Individual 

written 

assignment 

10 

3.3. to participate in the 

discussion on the seminar 

Seminars Oral 

presentation 

10 



 

 Autonomy and 

responsibility 

   

4.1. to work in accordance of the 

principles of academic 

integrity 

Seminars, Self-

study 

Oral 

presentation, 

individual 

written 

assignment 

10 

 

6. Correlation of the learning outcomes of the course with the program 

results 

                       Learning outcomes of the course 

 

Program results 

1
.1

 

1
.2

 

1
.3

 

1
.4

 

1
.5

 

1
.6

 

2
.1

 

2
.2

 

2
.3

 

3
.1

 

3
.2

 

3
.3

 

4
.1

 

1. Carry out intellectual quest, discover and 

critically expose the topical problems of modern 

philosophy, delineate them within the 

framework of personal (independent) 

philosophical investigation. 

+ + + + + 

 

+ + + +    + 

3. Be capable of reconstructing the historical 

development of worldwide philosophy, 

evolution of philosophy ideas and problems. 

      + + + + + + + 

6. Have command of the state and foreign 

language of sufficient level for professional 

communication and discussion of scientific 

problems and research results in the field of 

philosophy. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + +  

8. Comprehend interdependence of philosophy 

itself and other philosophical discourse vectors 

and intellectual and humanities practices. 

   +        + + 

16. Plan and carry out scientific research in 

philosophy and affiliated questions, formulate 

and verify hypothesizes, argue inferences, 

present the results in various forms of scientific 

communication. 

       +   + +  

 

7. Assessment Scheme: 

7.1. Forms of assessment  
Knowledge control is carried out by the ECTS system, which provides two-level 

assessment of the learned material, in particular the assessment of theoretical training - learning 

results (knowledge 1.1 - 1.6), which are 30% of the total assessment and assessment of practical 

training - learning results (to be able to 2.1-2.3); (communication 3.1-3.3); (autonomy and 

responsibility 4.1), which are 70% of the total points. 

Assessment during the academic period: 

1. Oral presentation at seminars: LR 1.1, 1.4-1.6, 2.1-2.3, 2.4, 3.3, 4.1 – 10 / 20 

points 

2. Self-study - individual written assignment: LR .1-1.6, 2.1-2.3, 3.1, 3.2, 4.1 – 

38 / 60 points 

The number of scores during the academic period is formed by the scores obtained by 

the student in the total learning process within this course. The overall assessment during the 

academic period consists of the scores obtained for the classroom work - 1) oral presentations 



 

at seminars, 2) self-study – individual written assignment. All kinds of work during the 

academic period are as a result: 

- down to the limit   80 points 

- minimum   48 points 

In the absence at the seminar, the student must make up missed oral presentation in 

written form. 

 

Final assessment is carried out in the test: 

Final Written Test - LR 1.1-1.6 – 12/20 points 

The total number of points that could be scored during the semester is formed by the 

results of the assessment of mastering main study material along with individual assignments. 

No additional assessment measures are provided. 

 

Calculation of the final number of points: 

 Number of points 

during the academic 

period 

Final test Total number 

of points 

Minimum 48 12 60 

Maximum 80  20  100 

 

7.2 Organization of the assessment: 

Activity during the academic period Number of points during the 

academic period 

Min – 48  Max – 80  

Oral presentation at 

seminars 

Topics: 1 

During the semester. 

«10» х 1 = 10 «20» х 1 = 20 

 

Self-study: 

individual written 

assignment 

Topics 1-6  «38» х 1 = 38 «60» х 1 = 60 

Final test Topics 1-9 «12» х 1 = 12 «20» х 1 = 20 

Total number of 

points 

 60 100 

 

Assessment criteria: 

1. Oral presentation: 

20 points - the student is fully familiar with the educational material, freely and 

argumentatively presents it, deeply and comprehensively discloses the content of the task, using 

basic and additional literature, 

10-19 points - the student has sufficient knowledge of the study material, is capable of 

presenting it freely, but lacks argumentation in explanations, mainly discloses the content of 

the task, uses basic literature. Minor inaccuracies are acceptable. 

2. Individual written assignment 

60 points - the student completely masters the study material, presents it freely and 

argumentatively, deeply and comprehensively discloses the content of the given task, correctly 



 

interprets obtained results, uses basic and additional literature, demonstrates autonomy, 

accuracy, the impartiality of the conducted research/written work, 

55-59 points - the student sufficiently masters the study material, presents it freely, but 

does not demonstrate sufficient arguments in explanations, mainly reveals the content of the 

task, uses basic literature, demonstrates the autonomy and accuracy of the conducted research 

/ written work. Minor inaccuracies are acceptable, 

49-55 points - the student generally masters the educational material but does not 

demonstrate the depth of knowledge in accomplishing tasks, does not rely on the necessary 

literature, the work contains essential inaccuracies,  

38-48 points - the student does not fully master the material, fragmentarily and 

superficially presents it, provides insufficient answers to the test questions. Makes essential 

mistakes in the essay.  

3. Final test: 

20 points - the student completely masters the study material, presents it freely and 

argumentatively, deeply and comprehensively discloses the content of the given task, correctly 

interprets obtained results, uses basic and additional literature, demonstrates autonomy, 

accuracy, the impartiality of the conducted research/written work, 

15-19 points - the student sufficiently masters the study material, presents it freely, but 

does not demonstrate sufficient arguments in explanations, mainly reveals the content of the 

task, uses basic literature, demonstrates the autonomy and accuracy of the conducted research 

/ written work. Minor inaccuracies are acceptable, 

10-14 points - the student generally masters the educational material but does not 

demonstrate the depth of knowledge in accomplishing tasks, does not rely on the necessary 

literature, the work contains essential inaccuracies, 

5-0 points - the student does not fully master the material, fragmentarily and 

superficially presents it, provides insufficient answers to the test questions. Makes essential 

mistakes in the test answers.  

 

7.3 Rating Scale: 

 

Passed 60-100 

Fail 0-59 

 

  



 

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE 

Learning plan 

 

 Topics of the course Lectures Seminars Self-

study 

     

1.  Topic 1. How to See the World? An Introduction 

to Visual Studies 

2 2 10 

2. Topic 2. Visual Turn: Cultural Transformations 

And the Visual 

2 - - 

3.  Topic 3. Philosophy and the Mind’s Eye: Visual 
Discourses and the Ability to Philosophize 

2 2 10 

4.  Topic 4. Philosophy of Visual Perception: 

Historical Overview from Ancient to Modern 

Times 

2 - 10 

5. Topic 5. Visual Metaphors and Concepts of Mind 2 2 - 

6.  Topic 6. Visual Discourses of Phenomenology 2 - 10 

7. Topic 7. Vision and Language: the Picture Theory 

after Linguistic Turn 

2 - 10 

8.  Topic 8. Postmodernity and Visual Turn: 

Discussing the World of Images 

2 2 12 

9. Topic 9. Digital Philosophy and Visual 

Representation of Knowledge.  

2   

 Final test 2   

 TOTAL:  20 8 62 

 

Total amount - 90 hours, including:  

Lectures - 20 hours.  

Seminars - 8 hours.  

Self-study – 62 hours. 
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Oxford : Oxford University Press, 2007. 428 p. 

5. Jay M. Downcast Eyes. The Denigration of Vision in Twentieth-Century 

French Thought. Berkley : University of California Press, 1993. 648 p. 
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Foster. Seattle: bay Press, 1988. P. 3–23. 
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2013. 302 p. 

16. Vision and Visuality / ed. By H. Foster. Seattle : Bay Press, 1988. P. 87-114. 
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6. Marr D. Vision // Vision and Mind: selected readings in the philosophy of 

perception. London, England ; Cambridge, Massachusetts : The MIT Press, 2002. P. 229–267. 
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Perception. Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, 1977. 214 p. 
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